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Amendments to the Claims 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 
Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-18 (Canceled) 

1 9. (Currently amended) A carton fe rcomprising a plurality of simila r, substantially 
cylindrical article such a bottl e s, arranged in rows whoroin the carton is o f a plurality of 
panels connected together to form ^substantially tubular structure in which the articles 
are received, the plurality of panels comprising a bottom panel, a first side wall panel, a 
top panel and a second side wall paneL and a m e ans the carton further comprising 
opposed end closure walls for at least partially closing th e opposed ends of the carton 
tubular structure respectivel yt o prevent the articles from being undesirably dislodged , the 
carton further comprising an a access mcans dispensing feature integrally formed m with 
at least one of the plurality of panels the carton walls for dispensing articl e s^ the access 
mean sdispensing feature being defined by an endless tear line which comprises a first 
weakened lino of soveranc e . segment extending completely across the top panel between 
the opposed ends edges ther eof the tubular structure, a nd a second weakened line of 
soveranc e segment extending completely across aone of the first and second side wall 
panels of the carton wall between the opposed ends edge s there o f the tubular structure^ 
and by-a further weakened line of scvcranc ot hird segment extending in each of the 
opposed end closur e means walls between each of the ends of the first and second 
weakened linos of sev e ranc esegments. the access mcans dispensing feature providing 
means an opening for allowing the articles to be accessed there throug h an op e ning 
formed when the access moans is utiliz e dr emoved from the carton.- and - the dispensing 
feature p roviding mean s a retainer for retaining the articles to prevent -the m the articles 
from being inadvertently dislodged when removed from the carton, wherein the access 
moans is structured and articles are arranged such that the carton can bo oriented 
t earticles sit on cither the bottom panel or its other side panel thereby changing the 
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ori e ntation o f and such that an axis of each of t he articles is disposed substantially 
perpendicular to the bottom panel . 

20. (Canceled) 

21 . (Currently amended) The carton of claim 19 wherein the second 
segment wcakcnod lino of severance extends across the one of saidthe first and second 
carton s ide wall s panels along a n a tubular axis of the tubular structure. 

22. (Currently amended) The carton of claim 19 further comprising a hand-hole 
punch through-means for providing easy access to the dispensing feature. 

23. (Previously presented) The carton of claim 19 wherein the bottom panel is larger 
than the top panel. 

24. (Currently amended) The carton of claim 19 wherein each of t he means for 
closing the end s of tho cartons end closure walls comprises four end flaps hingedly 
connected one each to said-the top panel, first side wall panel, bottom panel and second 
side wall p ane l respectively . 

25. (Currently amended) The carton of claim 24 wherein tho on e s at least two of said 
the end flaps hingoHly ronnnrteH to snid first and second sidc of the each of the end 
closure walls include a respective one of the w eakened lines of scvcrance third segments . 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Currently amended) The blank of claim 26 34 in which at least two adjacent 
pnnnk include transvers e line s of weakness which are contiguou s the first, second and- 
third segments are connected together to form a single endless tear line when the blank is 
formed into thea carton. 
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28. (Canceled) 

29. (Currently amended) The carton of claim 19 wherein the access means dispensing 
feature forms an article dispens e r which is provid e d b y comprises a removable portion 7 
defined by the first, second and third segments w cakcncd line of severance, said 
weakened line being an endless tear lino w r hich includes a the first segment extending 
across said top wall along thea tubular axis of the tubular structure , athe second segment, 
extending acros s said first side wall along the tubular axis A of the carton and a pair of t he 
third segment s formed re s pectively in s aid end closure walls to interconnect the first and 
second segments to form the endless tear line. 

30. (Currently amended) The carton of claim 29 wherein each of said end closure 
wa tt walls includes a pair of upper and lower end flaps hingedly connected to the top and 
bottom panels respectively and a pair of side end flaps hingedlv connected to the first and 
second side wall panels respectively , wherein each of said third segm e nt segments 
comprises an upper portion in thea respective one of said upper end flaps and a lower 
portion in th ea respective one of saidthe side end flaps that i sare hinged to said one of the 
first and second s ide wall panels . 

31. (Currently amended) A carton for a plurality of similar articles, comprising a 
plurality of panels connected together to form a substantially tubular structure, the . 
plurality of panels comprising a bottom panel, a first side wall panel, a top panel and a 
second side wall panel the carton further comprising opposed end closure walls for at 
least partially closing opposed ends of the tubular structure respectively, the carton 
further comprising a dispensing feature integrally formed with the carton, the dispensing 
feature being defined by an endless tear line which comprises a first segment extending 
completely across the top panel between the opposed ends of the tubular structure, a 
second segment extending completely across one of the first and second side wall panels 
between the opposed ends of the tubular structure and a third segment extending in each 
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of the opposed end closure walls between the first and second segments, the dispensing 
feature providing an article access opening when removed from the carton, the dispensing 
feature providing an article retainer when removed from the carton, wherein the 
dispensing feature comprises a removable portion defined bv the first, second and third 
segments, the first segment extending along a tubular axis of the tubular structure, the 
second segment extending along the tubular axis, and the third segm ents interconnect the 
first and second segments to form the endless tear line, wherein each of said end closure 
walls includes a pair of upper and lower end flaps hingedlv connected to the ton and 
bottom panels respectively and a pair of side end flaps hingedlv connected to the first and 
second side wall panels respectively, wherein each of said third segments comprises an 
u pper portion in a respective one of said upper end flaps and a lower portion in a 
respective one of the side end flaps that are hinged to said one of the first and second side 
wall panels. The carton of claim 30 wherein each of said third s e gm e nt segments further 
comprises an intermediate portion in thea respective one of said lower end flaps and 
wherein each of t he intermediate portio n portions interconnects said upper and lower 
portion s of a respective one of the end closure walls . 

32. (Currently amended) A carton for a plurality of similar articles, comprising a 
plurality of panels connected together to form a substantially tubular structure, the 
plurality of panels comprising a bottom panel, a first side wall panel, a top panel and a 
second side wall panel the carton further comprising opposed end closure walls for at 
least partially closing opposed ends of the tubular structure respectively, the carton 
further comprising a dispensing feature integrally formed with the carton, the dispensing 
feature being defined by an endless tear line which comprises a first segment extending 
completely across the top panel between the opposed ends of the tubular structure, a 
second segment extending completely across one of the first and second side wall panels 
between the opposed ends of the tubular structure and a third segment extending in each 
of the opposed end closure walls between the first and second segments, the dispensing 
feature providing an article access opening when removed from the carton, the dispensing 
feature providing an article retainer when removed from the carton, wherein the 
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dispensing feature comprises a removable portion defined by the first, second and third 
segments, the first segment extending along a tubular axis of the tubular structure, the 
second segment extending along the tubular axis, and the third segments interconnect the 
first and second segments to form the endless tear line, wherein each of said end closure 
walls includes a pair of upper and lower end flaps hingedlv connected to the top and 
bottom panels respectively and a pair of side end flaps hingedlv connected to the first and 
second side wall panels respectively, wherein each of said third segments comprises an 
upper portion in a respective one of said upper end flaps and a lower portion in a 
respective one of the side end flaps that are hinged to said one of the first and second side 
wall panels. The carton of claim 30 wherein a part of said first segment defines a tear 
initiation tab, and wherein each of said third sogment segments extends downwardly from 
the top waHpanel away from said one of the first and second side wall panels s o that an 
upper portion of each of said third segments adjoining the top wa Hpanel is disposed at an 
obtuse angle with respect to said first segment a hinged connection between the top panel 
and a respective one of the upper end flaps . 

33. (Canceled) 

34. (New) A blank for forming a carton, comprising a plurality of panels hingedly 
connected together in series, the plurality of panels forming a tubular structure when the 
blank is erected into a carton, the plurality of panels including a top panel, a bottom panel 
and a pair of first and second side wall panels, the blank further comprising a pair of 
upper end flaps hingedly connected to opposed ends of the top panel respectively, a pair 
of lower end flaps hingedly connected to opposed ends of the bottom panel respectively, 
and a pair of side end flaps hingedly connected to opposed ends of each of the first and 
second side wall panels respectively, the blank further comprising a plurality of tear line 
segments comprising a first segment extending completely across the top panel between 
the opposed ends of the top panel, a second segment extending completely across the first 
side wall panel between the opposed ends of the first side wall panel, and a pair of third 
segments, the third segments comprising a pair of upper portions extending across the 
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upper end flaps respectively, a pair of lower portions extending across the side end flaps 
of the first side wall panel respectively, and a pair of intermediate portions extending 
across the lower end flaps respectively, the intermediate portions are positioned and 
configured such that each of the intermediate portions interconnects a respective one of 
the upper portions and a respective one of the lower portions when the blank is erected 
into a carton. 

35. (New) The blank of claim 34 wherein the each of the intermediate portions is 
substantially V-shaped. 

36. (New) The blank of claim 34 wherein each of the lower end flaps has a free end 
edge opposing a hinged connection between the bottom panel and the each lower end flap 
and a pair of side edges extending from the free end edge toward the hinged connection, 
and wherein the each of the intermediate portions extends from the free end edge of a 
respective one of the lower end flaps to one of the side edges of the respective lower end 
flap. 
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